
Complete list of speakers: 
—First panel

Manuela Da Cortà was born in Pieve di Cadore, in the province of 
Belluno, Italy. After receiving her secondary education certification, she 
earned a translation certificate from the Bologna School of Translation. 
In 2002 she graduated with a degree in Semiotics and Fine Art from 
the Bologna University (DAMS). She resided in Paris from 1990-1995 
where she worked on an international translation and localization 
project. In 2015 she completed a Master’s Degree in History of Arts 
and Conservation of Artistic Heritage from the Cà Foscari University 
in Venice. Her research focused on Byzantine baptisteries in Northern 
Syria. Since 1991 she has also completed many diverse freelance 
translation jobs. Today she serves on the board of directors for the 
Fondazione Centro Studi Tiziano e Cadore, a non-profit institution which 
promotes the study of Titian and his works. She provides assistance to 
organize and promote the Foundation’s conferences and cultural events. 
She curated the Imago Mundi Bosnia collection. Presently, she is helping 
to organize an independent book fair in Pieve di Cadore. Manuela Da 
Cortà is devoted to her mountains, the Dolomiti in Northern Italy. Her 
life’s desire is to bring attention to the history and culture of this region.

Adnan Hozo was born in Sarajevo in 1985. He completed his studies 
in Painting at the Sarajevo High School of Fine Arts and graduated in 
Printing from the Academy of Fine Arts. In 2013 he earned his MA in 
Printmaking. His works have received many prizes and awards. He lives 
and works in Sarajevo.

A creative and dynamic art professional with fifteen years of curatorial 
and research experience in the contemporary visual arts, Ana 
Frangovska has been working as a curator at the Macedonian National 
Gallery for the past ten years. Selected international curatorial projects: 
In Search of a Common Ground 2 (together with Bojana Janeva and 
Ars Acta), exhibition of ten contemporary Macedonian artists, Halle 50, 
Munich; Essence of Existence exhibition of contemporary Macedonian 
art, Art Center Lauba, Zagreb, 2015; Utopia, international conceptual 
exhibition, Multimedia Center Mala Stanica, Skopje, 2015; In Search 
of a Common Ground (together with Bojana Janeva and Ars Acta), 
exhibition of eleven contemporary Macedonian artists, Center for 
Contemporary Art, Baku; Transfiguration – conceptual group exhibition 
of Macedonian contemporary art, Czech Center Prague, Prague2014; 
Bread and Salt – conceptual group exhibition of Macedonian 
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contemporary art, Porcia Palace, Vienna, 2013; Silentiopathologia, 
Elpida Hadzi - Vasileva, Pavilion of Republic of Macedonia at the 55th 
Venice Biennale, Italy, 2013, etc. 

Born in 1973 in Kotor, Montenegro, Mirjana Dabović Pejović is 
currently Head of the Art Museum of Montenegro in Cetinje, where 
she also lives. She has worked as a curator at the National Museum of 
Montenegro, Cetinje, since 2000; with the opening of the Gallery Atelje 
DADO in 2002, she was appointed as curator at the same museum. 
Besides exhibitions she has organized various parallel programs – 
promotions, workshops, presentations of artists from Montenegro and 
international art scene. Since 2012 she has curated exhibitions in the 
Contemporary Art Gallery Miodrag Dado Đurić and collaborated with 
various cultural institutions such as Goethe Institute Belgrade, French 
Institute Podgorica, MoMCA Rijeka, National Gallery of Macedonia etc. 

Born in Belgrade in 1972, Saša Janjić graduated from the Department 
of Art History, the Philosophical Faculty in Belgrade, in 2001. During 
the final years of studies, he attended the School of History and 
Theory of Art at the Centre for Contemporary Art in Belgrade. He 
received the Award of the National Museum in Belgrade for the best 
thesis in the field of Art History. Since 2003 he has been the editor 
of the Remont Art Magazine, and in 2004 he was employed as a 
curator of the Remont Art Gallery in Belgrade. As the editor of the 
magazine, he participated in the project documenta 12 magazine at 
the Documenta, Kassel, in 2007.

Born in 1962 in Gjilan, Kosovo, Mehmet Behluli lives and works in 
Pristina as an artist, painter and lecturer. Since 1995 he has taught Art 
Theory and Conceptual Art at the Faculty of Arts of the University 
of Pristina. Mehmet Behluli’s work has been continuously exhibited, 
nationally and internationally, for the last 25 years. He was the creator, 
project designer and one of the project leaders of the Missing Identity 
project, supported by The German Federal Cultural Foundation - 
Kulturstiftung des Bundes. From 2005 to 2006 he was the leader of 
Academy Remix, a one-year exchange project between artists from 
Pristina and the Städelschule in Frankfurt, Germany. As a promoter 
of contemporary art of Kosovo, he held numerous national and 
international lectures, presentations and workshops, with one goal – to 
present contemporary art and young talented artists from Kosovo to 
the world and bring the art world to Kosovo. As well as his own artistic 
practice, Behluli also works as a curator.



Born in Trieste, Mara Rondi studied Modern Languages and 
Literature, and earned her MA with a research paper about 
Slavic peoples’ customs and costumes, undertaken in the major 
universities of former Yugoslavia, in Zagreb, Zara, Fiume, Sarajevo, 
Mostar, Novi Sad and Belgrade. She has worked with SIAC (Salone 
Internazionale Arte Moderna), EIAC (Esposizione Internazionale Arte 
Contemporanea) in Florence, Italy, and collaborated with the Florence 
Biennale and the Museo del Cinema in Syracuse, Italy. A journalist 
and collaborator of RAI, she curated a series of radio programmes 
dedicated to the major tourist destinations in Istria, Croatia and 
Dalmatian region, focusing on their artistic and architectural 
heritage. Since 2007 she has been working for the Benetton Group 
as Fashion PR in the South East European countries, where she has 
been organizing communication events in Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, 
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, Montenegro, Macedonia and 
Kosovo. She curated the Croatian collection for Imago Mundi. 

An independent curator based in Bucharest, Romania, with a BA in 
Literature and a PhD in avant-garde theatre, Irina Ungureanu has 
coordinated, together with Claudio Scorretti, a number of international 
art projects in South East Europe and the Balkans for the Imago 
Mundi project, in 5 former Yugoslavian countries (Kosovo, Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia), as well as in Romania, Bulgaria, 
Hungary and Turkey, and is currently working on other three projects 
in the same field: Kurdistan, Lebanon and the Republic of Moldova. 
Since 2010 she has coordinated several cultural projects for the 
Romanian Radio Broadcasting Corporation. 

—Second Panel

Born in Ljubljana in 1974, Rok Bogataj graduated in 2002 at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Venice. He lives and works between Ljubljana 
and Paris. His work is expressed through different media such as 
sculpture, photography, video, sound and drawing. He is currently 
working on traces, both as a form to investigate, and a proof of a more 
or less recent origin that we should remember. His work was presented 
in various solo and group exhibitions since 1997 in Slovenia, Croatia, 
Italy, France, Finland, Brazil, Lithuania, Switzerland and Japan. 

Born in Pula, Croatia, where she lives and works, Dorina Vlakančić 
graduated from the Chelsea College of Art and Design in London. 



She has taken part in many solo and group exhibitions. She has been 
involved in different art and visual projects (installations, paintings 
and photography). Since 2011 she has been the President of HDLU 
(the Croatian Association of Artists) of Istria and is also the program 
manager for HDLU of Istria for the Luka Gallery, Anex Gallery and Mul 
Gallery in Pula.

Renata Papišta was born 1981 in Sarajevo, where she lives and 
works. She graduated in Printmaking from the Academy of Fine 
Arts in 2006 and earned her postgraduate degree in Experimental 
Printmaking from the same Academy in 2009. Renata uses traditional 
art techniques in combination with new materials and methods. Her 
artwork has been exhibited at biennials, triennials, and art festivals in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and abroad. She is a member of the Bosnia 
and Herzegovina Association of Visual Artists, and works at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Sarajevo, Department of Printmaking.

Born in 1978 in Novi Sad, Serbia, Petar Mirković, graduated from the 
Academy of Arts in Novi Sad, Department of Sculpture. He has shown 
his works in numerous solo and group exhibitions in Belgrade, Vienna, 
Berlin, Paris, London, Gothenburg and Rome. He is the recipient of the 
International Henkel Art Award for Contemporary Drawing in 2005. 
He has exhibited his works widely at home and abroad. 

Born in 1984 in Skopje, Mihaela Jovanovska lives and works in 
Skopje. She graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts in Skopje in 2010 
in the class of Professor Jovan Sumkovski, Art Teaching and Painting 
Department. She has exhibited her works in several solo (among which 
at the MC Gallery, New York, in 2012) and group exhibitions in the 
country and abroad. She works as a graphic designer at the National 
Gallery of Macedonia.

Born in 1982, Milijana Istijanović graduated from the Faculty of Fine 
Arts in Cetinje, Department of Sculpture, where she also obtained her 
MA. She has participated in in a number of group shows, including the 
following: Project 837: Home and Homelessness, Baltimore, USA, 2015; 
NordArt, Buldesdorg, Germany, in 2014; Art Point Gallery, Vienna, 2011. 
Her works consist of spatial intervention, objects and drawings. 



—Third panel

Born in 1969 in Monfalcone, Italy, Massimo Moratti worked in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina from 1997 until 2006 and from 2009 until 2011. Most 
of his work focused on the protection of Human Rights within the OSCE 
Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina and on electoral issues for the Office 
of the High Representative. After completing the assignment with OSCE 
he started a freelance career and became Sarajevo correspondent 
for Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso Transeuropa, covering most of the 
developments in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 2011 he moved to Belgrade, 
where he worked on the protection of the rights of displaced persons 
from Kosovo and refugees from Bosnia and Croatia. More recently 
he has followed the so-called refugee crisis along the Balkan route in 
Serbia. He holds an M.A. in International and Diplomatic Science as well 
a LLM in International Human Rights Law. He regularly travels between 
Bosnia and Serbia, as part of trying to catch the best part of both 
countries and in the effort of promoting local sustainable tourism.

An art advisor and gallerist, Claudio Scorretti has been Project 
Manager and curator of 9 contemporary art collections for Imago 
Mundi: Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, 
Kosovo, Slovenia and Turkey, selecting around 2,500 artists, and is 
currently preparing Imago Mundi collections from Kurdistan, Republic 
of Moldova and Lebanon. He spent 15 years in New York working in the 
field of contemporary art, avant-garde theatre and cultural projects, 
and since his return in Europe he has been working as art advisor for 
five private collectors and public and private institutions, consultant 
for auction houses and lecturer in seminars on contemporary art and 
investment, enriching his interests in researching the relationship 
between arts and investment in emerging markets. In this perspective 
and in the intent to extend his research on Eastern Europe, in 2009 
he founded a gallery in Bucharest (D’Ancona Budis Art Gallery) and 
an Open Air Street Art Museum in the centre of Bucharest for the 
Romanian street artists. Since 2011 he has been directing the Machina 
Gallery in Rieti, Italy, supported by the Terenzio Varrone Foundation. 

Born in 1952, Strajo Krsmanović is currently the director of the 
National Gallery of Bosnia and Herzegovina. With 30 years of activity in 
the cultural field, he was formerly the director of Collegium Artisticum 
in Sarajevo, counsellor in the Council of Ministers in the Ministry for 
European Integration. He has also worked in the audio-visual field, as 
head of the editorial department of the Radio and Television of Bosnia 



and Herzegovina. As a member of the House of Representatives of 
the Parliament, and Vice President of the Information Committee, he 
participated to the foundation of the Federal Television and was an 
active participant in creating a law for the radio and television in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. He collaborated as a critic, journalist and publicist 
with major newspapers and magazines in the country and has been 
a selector, head of round tables and a jury member of most theatre 
festivals in Bosnia and Herzegovina and former Yugoslavia. 

Born in Sarajevo, where she lives and works, Amra Zulfikarpašić was 
the Head of the Design Studio of advertising agency OSSA until 1990. 
Since 1993 she has been teaching Graphic Design at the Sarajevo 
Academy of Fine Arts, where she was the Head of the Graphic Design 
program for twelve years, and now holds the position of Professor. In 
addition to teaching, Amra’s professional activities include: creative 
graphic design in commercial, cultural and social contexts; stage 
and costume design; publishing critical essays and articles on 
graphic design, TV programs, and life in general. Amra’s professional 
activities also include research of the cultural heritage of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the revival of Bosancica, authentic Bosnian letter 
forms from the Middle Ages. She is also a multidisciplinary visual artist 
active on the fine arts scene, representing the contemporary art of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina at the 1999 Venice Biennale within the Oresta 
Group in the Italian Pavilion. Her work has been exhibited in Serbia, 
Montenegro, Croatia, Slovenia, Italy, Turkey, Finland, Belgium, Egypt, 
Great Britain, Mexico, USA, and has been awarded with many national 
and international prizes. Amra’s works are included in prestigious 
museums and private collections worldwide.

Born in Sarajevo, where she lives and works, Vildana Dervisbegović 
earned her BA in German Literature and Art history from the 
Philosophical Faculty in Sarajevo. In 2015 she won a research 
scholarship at the Julius Maximillian University in Würzburg, Germany. 
She worked as a curator at the Gallery of Roman Petrovic and the 
Association of Artists in Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2012 to 2014. 

Born in 1969, Lazar Pejović lives and works in Cetinje, Montenegro. He 
is an artist and a professor of Photography at the Faculty of Fine Arts 
in Cetinje. He graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts in Cetinje in 1996 
and earned his postgraduate diploma from the Faculty of Applied Arts 
and Design in Belgrade in 1998. He has participated in many solo and 
group exhibitions in Montenegro and abroad. Besides photography and 



collaborations with various local and international magazines where 
he has published his photographic work, he has also collaborated with 
institutions of culture, education, tourism and health as an editor, photo 
editor, co-selector and expert consultant. 

Silvija Dervisefendić is an art historian, active in the field of 
contemporary art and theory as a freelance curator and writer. 
Her work includes the curatorship and editorship of the exhibition 
catalogues of the first Zvono awarded artists organized by SCCA, 
Sarajevo; running the non-profit art organization DADADA Sarajevo; 
cultural programming at the Slovenian Society Cankar. She was a 
Guggenheim fellow at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice, and 
holds an MA in Contemporary Art Theory from Goldsmiths College, 
London. In recent years, she has been teaching New Media Theory at 
the Academy for Scenic Arts in Sarajevo.

Born in 1963 in Mitrovica, Kosovo, Merita Idrizi Behluli lives and 
works in Pristina. She studied Architecture at the Technical Faculty of 
the University of Pristina. She has worked as an architect since 1995. 
From 1998 to 2007 she was actively involved in the reconstruction 
process of Kosovo, as part of the reconstruction and repair of houses, 
schools and buildings in the war-ravaged country. In 2007 she was 
part of the Tsunami reconstruction program in Sri Lanka, where she 
managed school repair and construction projects. She is co-author 
of the Guidelines for School Design Facilities in Kosovo. Together 
with Sadar+Vuga she was awarded 2nd prize in the International 
competition for the Central Mosque in Pristina. She is currently a 
consultant with the Government of Kosovo for Construction Reforms.

Gorancho Gjorgjievski was born in 1973 in Štip, Macedonia. He 
lives and works in Skopje. In 2003 he graduated in Art History and 
Archaeology from the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje. In 2005 he 
became curator at the National Gallery of Macedonia in Skopje. He has 
been the art director of the Biennial Drawing Studio (2004 and 2006), 
at the Culture Center in Štip; art contributor to the SUM art magazine, 
Culture Initiative Center in Štip; and curator of several exhibitions. 
He exhibited at the Novi Sad Cultural Centre in Novi Sad, Serbia 
and the National Museum of Montenegro – Atelier DADO in Cetinje, 
Montenegro in 2013, at the MC Gallery in New York, as a member of the 
Collective ZERO in 2011, Mestna Galerija in Ljubljana in 2010, Remont 
Gallery in Belgrade in 2009 and in the same quality in the Macedonian 
Pavilion at the 54th Venice Biennale in 2011. 


